The significance of The Flag on a battlefield, or in declaring sovereignty is deeply rooted in military 
custom, and the rules of war. Flags serve as representations of identity, and authority. 


1. Identification and Unity: Flags have been historically used to identify different armies or 
factions on the battlefield. This was crucial for maintaining order and preventing friendly fire 
incidents. Soldiers needed a clear visual distinction to recognize allies. 


2. Symbol of Authority and Sovereignty: A flag, often adorned with national symbols, represents 
the authority and sovereignty of a nation or group. Capturing an enemy's flag symbolized 
victory and the defeat of the opposing force. 


3. Rules of War: The wearing of a fixed distinctive sign, as mentioned in Article 4A(2)(b), is 
comparable to the requirement for regular soldiers to wear a uniform. Both are designed to 
distinguish combatants from the civilian population. This distinction allows privileged status, 
such as the protections granted to prisoners of war under the Geneva Conventions. 


4. Duty of a Captured Combatant: A POW who escapes captivity to take down an enemy's flag, 
and hoist his own, reflects the captured combatant's duty to resist. It symbolizes a resumption of 
hostilities, and the assertion of one's national identity. 


5. Historical Context: The use of flags in warfare dates back to medieval times and has evolved 
over centuries. 


Regarding a sudden collapse of government scenario, the planting of a flag can be seen as an assertion 
of rights and sovereignty. 


The presence of a flag indicates that the location is not declaring itself open. Instead, it suggests an 
assertion of control and sovereignty, signifying that the territory is actively defended, or claimed by a 
military force; and may be considered a legitimate military target in accordance with the laws of war. 
The act of displaying a flag can convey a commitment to defend the territory, signaling an active 
military presence. The display of a flag carries legal significance in the laws of war. 


Capturing the flag signifies an assertion of control over the enemy's territory. It could involve 
physically securing the location, demonstrating the ability to infiltrate, and navigate hostile terrain. The 
defense of The Flag is the primary priority of any martial force. 


The primary objective of the commando mission is to infiltrate enemy territory, locate and capture the 
enemy's flag, and successfully extract without being detected or intercepted. 
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